Addiction can be very, very bad. But addiction in
itself isn’t bad; it’s a question of what you’re addicted to. That’s where the chickens come home
to roost. You can be addicted to good habits, you
know what I mean? You can be addicted to your
woman. Addiction in itself is kind of like money.
It ain’t bad or good. It’s what you do with it.
When you write a good song, it will be good even
if it’s sung by somebody with a bad voice.
We always gonna have racism.
With singing, the name of the game is to make
yourself believable. When somebody hears you
sing a song and they say, “Oh, that must have
happened to him,” that’s when you know you’re
transmitting. It’s like being a good actor. You
make people feel things, emotions and whatnot.
But you gotta start with yourself. You got to feel
it Close yourself. If you don’t feel it, how do you
expect someone else to?
I don’t remember much about what it was like to
see. The main thing I remember is my mom, how
she looked. And I remember colors.

I’ve always been the kind of person who, if there’s
anything that can kill me, I want to know something about it.
People say: “Ray, you a genius, Ray, you a cornerstone, Ray, you this and you that.” Those are
nice accolades, and I certainly appreciate it when
people think well of my music and what I’ve tried
to do with it. But in my heart, I mean...I don’t kid
myself. I know I’m not a genius. A genius is somebody like Art Tatum or Charlie Parker. I don’t
come close to those guys. I just happen to be a guy
that can do a lot of little things and do ‘em well.
It would be a real bitch if I ever lost my hearing.
I know I couldn’t be no Helen Keller. That would
be worse than death.
Vision is something that you have in your mind.
This is a girl’s bike, man. Why would I be riding
a girl’s bike? You didn’t think I was gonna notice
that, right? You guys are trying to sucker a blind
man! n

